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DEAR TOCKWOGH FAMILY,

DEAR TOCKWOGH FAMILIES & FRIENDS,

After completing my tenth summer as the Executive Director, I am
happy to present a printed Grapevine Newsletter. As Camp Tockwogh
continues to grow I am excited to share our success stories with you
and all that has been accomplished here at camp.

I am truly excited and honored to introduce myself as the
Camp Director at Camp Tockwogh. This past summer was
my first summer as Camp Director at Camp Tockwogh,
and I am happy to join the Tockwogh Family.

Over the last few years, we have upgraded our programmatic
offerings and facilities. Campers are now able to choose their “must
have” activities prior to attending camp for both land and water
programs. We have introduced new programs such as metal stamping,
outdoor exploration, paddle boarding and corcling. In 2013 we added
a new climbing wall to our high ropes course and during the summer
of 2016 we added a 40 foot “Wet Willie” water slide to our pool.

As a child I attended summer camp, participated in Counselor and
Leader in Training programs, and have worked in camp kitchens, as
a counselor and as a program director. For the past 5 years I have
worked for Girl Scouts: managing camp properties, leading resident
camp seasons, providing outdoor programming and working with
campers from a variety of backgrounds.

We have also updated our facilities to better serve our guests and
their families. In 2011 we replaced our pool shell, and in 2015
we upgraded to a new water treatment and filtration system. All
washhouses have received upgrades, and as one parent said it best
“It’s just like the locker room at our YMCA!”

As I continue working at YMCA Camp Tockwogh, I look forward to
making “the Tockwogh Experience” the very best it can be for our
campers, staff members and families, and look forward continuing
and growing Camp Tockwogh’s proud, (almost) 80-year old traditions.
Thank you for your support, and I look forward to meeting you all.

I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at our 80th
Anniversary Celebration the weekend of November 3rd, 2018.
Yours in Camping-
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Elizabeth Staib-King

Jillian R. Wilczewski

Estaib-king@ymcade.org

jwilczewski@ymcade.org

Executive Director

Camp Director

CAMP TOCKWOGH

SAVE THE

DATE

80TH ANNIVERSARY WEEKEND
November 2nd-4th, 2018

Mark your calendar! Camp Tockwogh is celebrating 80 years next fall!
We hope you will join us for this weekend event as we celebrate the life
changing impact Camp Tockwogh has had on our campers, staff and alumni.
To receive up to date information, join our Alumni mailing list at
www.ymcacamptockwogh.org/alumni/mailing-list
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INTERNATIONAL STAFF IMPACT LETTER
Each summer, YMCA Camp Tockwogh employs 50 international staff
members from all around the world. This summer, camp hosted
staff from South Africa, Australia, Hungary, the United Kingdom
and Brazil. Below is an impact story from a returning international
staff member, Sam Randlesome.
In 1895, legend has it that there were only two cars in the whole
state of Ohio, and they crashed into each other. Now I’m not
saying that my coming together with camp was as dramatic or
coincidental, however it does have a shimmer of both. I was leaving
a lecture my freshmen year and attended a presentation about
summer camps in the United States. I wasn’t interested in spending
another summer in Essex, England and definitely wasn’t interested
in going to my next lecture, so I sat and listened. Selling me cliché
after cliché I signed up, completed the online application for a visa
and boarded the plane from London Heathrow to Philadelphia.
Now, just like two unlucky car owners in 1895 Ohio, I experienced a
car crash. After being barraged with information about campers and
being told what to do should a certain predicament arise, I was given
the responsibility of eight children. The summer that followed was
a mixture of emotions. I returned home that summer with beautiful
friendships but not really a sense of what it meant to work at a
summer camp.

Two years after the crash, the world’s first automobile insurance
policy was issued in Ohio. Two years after my first experience of
camp, the decision was made to return. Each position held at camp
these past five years has given me the opportunity to meet new
people, learn from them and grow as a person. Camp Tockwogh has
taught me the four pillars, and how important each pillar is to our
community.

CARING

Being in an environment where you feel supported and cared for
has allowed me to have the confidence to make decisions and do
what I feel is right.

HONESTY

Tockwogh has taught me the importance of being honest to
yourself as well as others.

RESPONSIBILITY

Not only are we responsible for our own actions but also
those around us. Being in a position where my decisions had
consequences meant that I had to take every possible equal and
opposite reaction into consideration.

RESPECT

From my time spent at Tockwogh I know to accumulate respect one
must be caring, honest and responsible.

Thank you to all those who make Camp Tockwogh the place it is.

SAM RANDLESOME
2017 Camp Tockwogh International Staff Trip to Washington D.C.

SPECIALTY CAMPS AT CAMP TOCKWOGH
Leaders & Counselors in Training Programs:

Tickwogh Specialty Waterskiing & Sailing Programs:

YMCA Camp Tockwogh’s Leaders in Training (LIT) and Counselors in
Training (CIT) programs are teen based leadership programs for high
school students who have completed 10th and 11th grades. Focusing
on transferrable leadership skills our teens use later in life, our
LIT’s and CIT’s participate in daily leadership trainings focusing on
teamwork, communication skills, creativity and leadership qualities. In
addition to our leader workshops, these exceptional youth attend an
immersive camping trip (LIT’s only), contribute to a service learning
project, and assist our current counselors with incoming campers.

Located on the Chesapeake Bay, Camp Tockwogh offers specialty
waterskiing and sailing programs for our campers who wish to spend
the majority of their day on the water. After the first two days of
programming, our instructors focus on individual goals- creating
individualized lesson plans for each camper, with a mixture of “chalk
talks,” hands-on drills, and one-on-one lessons. In addition to our lesson
plans, we mix in the fun teaching water games to further develop skills
for the perfect recipe for youth sailing and waterskiing instruction. While
the program may seem intensive, each session contains a fairly even mix
of beginner, intermediate, and advanced sailors and waterskiiers.

“When I look back on the past thirteen summers
spent at Tockwogh, I can confidently say my LIT year
was my favorite summer. I gained important skills
that I now credit to my success in college.”

“As I love being at camp and also on the water, being
at Tickwogh is the perfect place for me. I get the
best of both worlds.”

– Layton Keefer, 2017 LIT Director

- 2017 Tickwogh Camper

Male Head Counselor, 2017
Essex, England

CAMP
TOCKWOGH
RETREATS
Did you know that camp is also a year round retreat center?
Offering both facilities and programs, Camp Tockwogh is the perfect venue for weddings, educational field trips, church groups, Adventure Guides,
and Scouting groups. With dozens of reasonably priced rustic cabins, heated cottages and year round premium meeting spaces on over 300
beautiful acres, we encourage you to enjoy our modern facilities and natural surroundings.
We offer a variety of facilitator led programs including archery, high and low ropes courses, canoeing and motorboat rides, outdoor exploration
classes and an outdoor swimming pool (open Memorial Day to Labor Day). Self-guided programming includes disc golf, tennis, basketball, ga ga,
carpet ball, nine square in the air, nature hiking, volleyball and more!
Our healthy, delicious, home-style meals highlight fresh ingredients, with buffet-style service to accommodate a wide range of tastes, preferences
and dietary needs and restriction. For special occasions you can upgrade to plated service or even customize your own menu!
Pricing for a full weekend with accommodation for 3 days and 2 nights, 4 meals and programming including archery range, climbing wall, canoeing
and motorboat rides start at only $90.00 per person. For more information please contact Kelly Leibolt at kleibolt@ymcade.org.
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BEST SUMMER EVER AT CAMP TOCKWOGH

STRONG KIDS
CAMPAIGN REPORT

Your Gift Changes Lives.
The Y is a cause dedicated to youth development, healthy
living and social responsibility. Fortunately, where some see
obstacles, we see opportunities for our volunteers and staff
to make a difference. With the help of our campaigners and
generous donors, we raised over $200,000 for the 2017
Strong Kids Campaign- sending over 180 children to camp!
Every gift matters, especially yours, as we work every day
to ensure a brighter future for our community. Thank you.
Together, were able to do so much more.
If you have questions or would like to get involved, please
contact Jillian Wilczewski, Camp Director at YMCA Camp
Tockwogh at jwilczewski@ymcade.org or 410-348-6000.
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